


Item No. 2 

Ad Hoc Traffic Calming Committee 

Wednesday, September 25, 2017 

5:00 P.M. 

Minutes 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Ad Hoc Traffic Calming Committee was called to order in the Town 

Council Chambers on September 25, 2017 by Chairman John Bartholomew at 5:00 p.m.  The 

following Committee members were present: Mr. Mike Choate and Mr. Michael Wallwork. Mr. 

Danny Garcia was absent. Also present was Recording Secretary Courtney Russo. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 23, 2017 MEETING MINUTES 

 

Mr. Choate provided revisions to the minutes. 

 

Mr. Wallwork moved to approve the minutes, as amended, from the August 23, 2017 meeting. Mr. 

Choate seconded the motion which passed 3 to 0. 

 

DISCUSSION ON TRAFFIC CALMING POINT SYSTEM 

 

Mr. Bartholomew discussed the definition for “person” as it relates to who can vote on traffic 

calming. He suggested defining it as “resident owner.” In order to vote, you would have to be the 

owner of the property, as well as living there.  

 

The committee discussed apartments and who would be authorized to vote. Mr. Wallwork stated 

there are apartments on Plainfield Avenue. Mr. Choate stated anyone who lives in an apartment 

can speak, but the manager/owner of the apartment would have the voting authority. Mr. Wallwork 

stated a lot of times people are notified about traffic calming, but will not show up to speak or vote 

on it. Mr. Choate stated apartment renters could overwhelm the vote.  

 

The board discussed the project limits and who would be notified and authorized to vote on the 

project.  

 

Mr. Choate stated the apartment manager/owner can vote on behalf of the entire apartment.  

 

Mr. Choate stated a resident owner or resident manager should be authorized to vote. He does not 

think a renter should be allowed to vote. Mr. Wallwork stated he disagrees. He stated a non-owner 

resident is going to be affected by traffic calming. He stated there needs to be equality. Mr. 

Bartholomew stated he agrees with Mr. Wallwork.  

 

Mr. Choate stated a project grid needs to be defined. Mr. Wallwork stated the project limit is the 

project street and does not include the side streets.  

 

The committee agreed that the project limits would pertain to the project street itself. Mr. Wallwork 

stated there may be cases where the addition of traffic calming on one street may transfer the 

problem to another street. He stated in that case, those that live along that street should be notified 
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as well. He stated a traffic calming project is defined as the limits of a street where the problem is 

occurring, or where there are parallel streets where the problem could be transferred from one 

street to another.  

 

The committee discussed the 85% percentile. Mr. Choate stated the Greenbook states that the 85% 

percentile is inappropriate. Mr. Bartholomew suggested including it in the commentary that they 

submit to Town Council. Mr. Wallwork stated there are only two purposes for using the 85% 

percentile, which includes setting design guidelines or setting the speed limit.  

 

The committee discussed the point system. Mr. Wallwork stated it is as good as it is going to get. 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he would like to look it some more. Mr. Wallwork stated there needs to 

a point system to collect data on streets that have requested traffic calming. He stated the point 

system will help prioritize projects whenever multiple traffic calming projects come up.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew discussed speeding formulas for the point system. He stated he has some 

concerns about cut-through traffic. He discussed cut-through traffic and a formula to use for the 

point system. He discussed pedestrians, sidewalks and pedestrian generators.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated the pedestrian generator has to be within the project limits.  

 

Mr. Choate asked why “crossing” has to be part of the pedestrian formula. River Road has a lot of 

pedestrian traffic, but they do not cross over the street.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he would base points on the number of walkers, infants in strollers, and 

bicyclists. He would also give points for streets that have a one-sided sidewalk.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated there are massive costs to do a study. He stated the assumption is that there 

will be many pedestrians on residential streets. He stated the primary purpose for traffic calming 

is to pedestrianize the street.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated the standard is for the sidewalk to be closest to the right-of-way line.  Mr. 

Choate stated the Greenbook stated the sidewalk should be 1.5 feet to 2 feet from the road.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew discussed pedestrian traffic. He stated pedestrian traffic in its entirety needs to 

be looked at, and not just pedestrians crossing the street. Mr. Wallwork stated an additional study 

for pedestrians does not need to be done. He stated the whole purpose for traffic calming is for 

speed reduction, crash reduction, and reduction in cut-through traffic. Everything is geared toward 

making streets more pedestrian-friendly.  

 

Mr. Choate suggested anything that is a standard policy in MUTCD or the Greenbook be done 

outside of traffic calming.  He stated striping can be done on its own, without a traffic calming 

study being done. 

 

Mr. Wallwork moved to remove paragraph 4 under 1a. of the Traffic Calming Policy draft. Mr. 

Choate seconded the motion which passed 3 to 0. 
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Mr. Wallwork stated Europe is creating more uncertainty with their roads, to slow people down.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated “center island narrowing” is narrowing of the lane by the installation of a 

median.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated the need for a pedestrian crossing is based on origin and destination.  

 

Mr. Choate suggested removing Section 3.2.6 of the draft. The committee agreed.  

 

Mr. Wallwork suggested removing “and pedestrian counts….to the facility” from Section 3.2.4 of 

the draft.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated there should not be a required amount of points needed, if the point system 

is only to prioritize jobs. Mr. Wallwork stated there needs to be some amount of points required in 

order to justify traffic calming.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he believes the committee needs two more meetings. He suggested having 

them October 11th and 25th.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, stated he would volunteer to help with the traffic 

calming studies. Mr. Wallwork stated volunteers would be helpful to do the origin and destination 

study.  

 

Ms. Kathy Choate, 940 River Road, stated the Town created the problem for River Road. They 

added a sidewalk and park. She stated River Road is a unique situation. She stated a street runs 

through the properties of River Road residents. She stated the traffic calming criteria is not fair for 

River Road.  

 

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated we have been here before. She stated 

River Road is unique. She stated the road is not going to be redesigned and another study is not 

going to be done.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated traffic calming works when it is done correctly.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Committee, Mr. Bartholomew adjourned the 

meeting at 6:41 p.m.  




























