
Item No.  

Ad Hoc Traffic Calming Committee 

Wednesday, August 9, 2017 

5:00 P.M. 

Minutes 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Ad Hoc Traffic Calming Committee was called to order in the Town 

Manager’s Conference Room on August 9, 2017 by Chairman John Bartholomew at 5:00 p.m.  The 

following Committee members were present: Mr. Mike Choate, Mr. Danny Garcia, and Mr. 

Michael Wallwork. Ms. Brooke Caplin was absent. Others present were Public Works Director 

Chuck Pavlos and Recording Secretary Courtney Russo. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 26, 2017 MEETING MINUTES 

 

Mr. Choate moved to approve the minutes from the July 26, 2017 meeting. Mr. Wallwork seconded 

the motion which passed 4 to 0. 

 

DISCUSSION ON PURPOSE AND SCOPE AND DIRECTIVES 

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated the committee is a writing team. He stated their first assignment was to 

begin looking at the purpose and scope and the directives section of the policy.  

 

The committee discussed Mr. Bartholomew’s draft on the purpose and scope and directives. 

 

The committee agreed to move forward with Mr. Bartholomew’s draft on purpose and scope. 

Revisions and clean-up will be done later on in the process.  

 

The committee reviewed Mr. Wallwork’s draft. They discussed the request for traffic calming and 

data collection.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated if a project is implemented, data should be collected after implementation.  

He stated the data must be looked at in order to see if the problem is treatable. 

 

The committee discussed speed. Mr. Choate stated the amount of drivers on River Road that go 

21-25 mph is pretty equal those that go 26-30 mph. He stated everyone knows that you get a free 

10 mph over the speed limit in Town. He suggested dropping the speed limit to 20 mph. 

 

Mr. Wallwork stated people drive the speed that they are comfortable with, regardless of what the 

speed limit is. Mr. Garcia agreed. He stated there are people that are not thinking about the 

environment around them.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated the studies he has been involved with, 90 percent of speeding is done by the 

residents. Mr. Choate stated 90 percent of the traffic on River Road is not from the residents.  

 

The committee continued to discuss speeding and data collection.  
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Mr. Wallwork stated in his draft he has laid out eight pieces of data that may have to be collected. 

 

Mr. Choate asked if residents could legally collect the data. Mr. Wallwork stated the studies he 

has done, staff collected the data, to ensure there was no bias.  

 

Mr. Choate addressed Mr. Wallwork’s draft and the statement that says “a request to develop a 

Traffic Calming Plan must be completed, signed by ten residents, and filed with the Engineering 

Department.” He questioned the ten residents. He stated getting ten residents would be easy for 

some roads and harder for others. Mr. Wallwork stated he put that number in as a starting point for 

discussion. Mr. Choate stated in his draft it says that “at least 1/3 of the residences fronting on the 

calming device area shall sign the petition.”  

 

Mr. Garcia asked about the costs associated with collecting data. Mr. Wallwork stated speeding 

and crash data would come from the Police Department. He stated doing an origination and 

destination (OD) study would require staff time or a consultant.  

 

Mr. Wallwork suggested that a petition be signed by 10 percent of the residents to request traffic 

calming on their street. 

 

The committee discussed cut-through streets.  

 

Mr. Wallwork stated it is important to have the majority of the residents affected by traffic calming 

agree on the plans. He stated traffic calming will affect them all and it is costly. 

 

The committee discussed requiring approval of the traffic plans by two-thirds of the residents 

affected. 

 

The committee discussed striping. Mr. Wallwork stated striping creates certainty for drivers and 

an increase in speeding.   

 

The committee was not in agreement on striping.  

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated striping is an example of trying something simple/temporary before 

installing something permanent.  

 

Mr. Garcia questioned how someone would request traffic calming on a street that is being repaved 

or reconstructed. Mr. Bartholomew stated in his draft directive section it states, “traffic calming 

shall be considered…..for every repaving and every reconstruction of any street within the Town.” 

 

WORK ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he would like the committee to start working on the definitions and 

references section of the policy. He stated he would also like everyone to start working on clean-

up of the drafts that were discussed tonight.  
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The committee discussed whether definitions should be included the policy. They agreed to work 

on definitions and decide later whether to include them in the policy. Mr. Pavlos stated definitions 

could be helpful. 

 

The committee discussed whether renters should have a say in traffic calming, or if it should just 

be the property owners.  

 

DISCUSSION ON AVAILABILITY FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he was going on vacation next month.  

 

Mr. Choate will be on vacation for the month of September. 

 

Mr. Bartholomew stated he would like the committee to meet again in the next couple weeks. He 

stated he would not be available to attend, but Mr. Choate, the Vice-chair, could lead the 

meeting.  

 

The committee agreed to meet on August 23 and September 27. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, thanked the committee for their hard work.  

 

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated renters do not have the invested 

interest in the development of the Town, like property owners do. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Committee, Mr. Bartholomew adjourned the 

meeting at 6:40 p.m.  


