
Item No.  

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2017 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting was called 

to order in the Town Council Chambers on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. by 

Councilman Steve Howard, Chairman of the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee. 

The following Committee members were present: Mayor Eugene Nix, Mr. Hans Wahl and 

Ms. Leigh Howard.  Mr. Frank Ricketts was absent. Also in attendance were Economic 

and Community Development Director Stephen Smith and Recording Secretary Lois 

Shaw.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATED MARCH 2, 2017 

 

Mayor Nix made a motion to approve the minutes of the committee meeting dated March 

2, 2017.  Ms. Howard seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW OF ORANGE PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

PARKING MODIFICATIONS (SP-01-2017)  

 

Mr. Smith stated the Orange Park United Methodist Church is proposing parking 

modifications, which include designing the internal circulation and parking plan.  He stated 

some of the improvements include renovation of the existing paved areas, new paving of 

the unpaved areas, and a redesign of the existing driveway on Park Avenue from an 

entrance only to an exit only driveway. He stated the plans have been reviewed by staff for 

compliance.  He stated earlier this year a zoning variance was approved to reduce the 

minimum size of an off-street parking space from 10 x 20 feet to 9 x 18 feet.  He stated the 

applicant is also proposing to reduce the required landscape buffer strip along the northern 

boundary line from 10 feet to 5 feet.  He stated to compensate for the landscape reduction, 

a 6 foot vinyl fence will be added as an additional buffer. 

 

Mr. Al Tidball, Civil Engineer for the project, 2276 Laurel Grove Lane, stated there will 

be a 10 foot buffer, but the code calls for a hedge, but he is proposing to place a fence there 

instead.   

 

Councilman Howard asked what is happening with the retention pond on Reed Street.  Mr. 

Tidball stated it is being filled and turned into a parking lot.  Councilman Howard asked 

how that is going to affect the drainage. Mr. Tidball stated the retention pond currently 

only serves the Family Life building on the corner.  He stated the existing drainage for the 

church goes to DOT.  He stated after construction, the end result for this project will be 

that all of the drainage from the entire site will have underground vaults.  All of the drainage 

will discharge to the corner of Reed Street and Kingsley Avenue East.   
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Councilman Howard addressed the existing driveway at Reed Street and Kingsley Avenue 

and the Kingsley Avenue East project.  Mr. Tidball stated he has suggested to Town staff 

to eliminate the driveway and use it for parking spaces.  He stated the church does not need 

that driveway anymore.  

 

Mayor Nix asked about the playground area.  Mr. Tidball stated the church will most likely 

hire a separate entity to handle the playground equipment.  He stated the playground is for 

the preschool. 

 

Mr. Wahl asked if there will be a sign at the exit only driveway that was previously an 

entrance only driveway. Mr. Tidball stated there is a stop bar all the way across and a 

painted arrow to show that it is one-way traffic.  He stated placing a sign is a good idea. 

 

Mayor Nix moved to approve the site plan application (SP-01-2017) for Orange Park 

United Methodist Church.  Ms. Howard seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Smith stated different types of storage units were discussed at the previous meeting.  

He stated he put together some information on the different types and some of the issues 

the Town runs into with regards to storage units. He stated a tie down requirement was 

previously discussed. He stated he checked with Clay County, Jacksonville and a few other 

places and none of them have a tie down requirement.   

 

The committee discussed the Town making some kind of effort in notifying portable 

storage companies that a permit is required in order to have a POD in the Town.  Mr. Smith 

stated sending a letter to these companies is a good idea and would alert them of the Town’s 

requirements regarding PODS.  He stated a lot of the companies are in the Jacksonville 

area.   

 

Councilman Howard asked if any of the PODS have to be tied down.  Mr. Smith stated no. 

He stated a typical POD has a 110 M.P.H. wind load if filled to capacity with household 

goods. 

 

Mayor Nix asked what differentiates a POD and an accessory structure.  Mr. Smith stated 

a POD is temporary and an accessory structure is permanent.   

 

Councilman Howard asked what the temporary office structure at the Hampton Inn is 

considered.  Mr. Smith stated that is permitted as a temporary office structure and it does 

require tie downs.  

 

Mayor Nix asked for an update on the Palagio. Mr. Smith stated he has spoken with them 

a couple times.  He stated the last time he spoke with them, they had intended on getting 

their building permit by mid-April.  He stated they still have not done that yet. 
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Mayor Nix asked for an update on the Hampton Inn.  Mr. Smith stated the hotel is 

continuing to do work at the site. The hotel had an inspection done yesterday. 

 

Councilman Howard stated the sign is down at the gold shop across the street from Town 

Hall.  He stated he heard that the current tenant lost her lease, so currently there is nothing 

going in there.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

No one addressed committee at this time.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.                

 

Councilman Howard adjourned the meeting at 5:28 p.m.  

 


