
Item No.  

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting was called 

to order in the Town Council Chambers on Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. by 

Councilman Steve Howard, Chairman of the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee. 

The following Committee members were present: Mayor Eugene Nix, Mr. Frank Ricketts 

and Ms. Leigh Howard.  Mr. Jim Hawkinson arrived at 5:30 p.m. Also in attendance were 

Economic and Community Development Director Stephen Smith and Recording Secretary 

Lois Shaw.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATED JANUARY 3, 2017 

 

Mayor Nix made a motion to approve the minutes of the committee meeting dated January 

3, 2017.  Ms. Howard seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Ricketts stated he was not at the last committee meeting, so he would have to abstain 

from approving the minutes. 

 

The motion to approve the minutes of the committee meeting dated January 3, 2017 passed 

3 to 1 with Mr. Ricketts dissenting. 

 

REVIEW OF THE JEA APPROVED PLANTING LIST FOR TREES PLANTED 

UNDER OVERHEAD POWER LINES 

 

Mr. Smith stated at a recent committee meeting, during a site plan review, there was 

discussion that came up regarding trees planted under the overhead power lines. He stated 

there was concern that trees would eventually grow as tall as the power lines and would 

then have to be cut. He stated he came across a JEA approved planting list. He stated the 

list consists of trees that JEA considers acceptable to be planted under overhead power 

lines.  

 

Mayor Nix asked if this would be something that is given to engineers when they come in 

to apply for a permit or inquire about the Land Development Regulations (LDR). Mr. Smith 

stated the list would be provided as part of the packet that is given out to applicants.  

 

The committee discussed how tall power lines usually are. 

 

Mr. Ricketts asked if the trees are going to be in the right-of-way (ROW), would that mean 

the Town is responsible for the maintenance.  Mr. Smith stated the property owner would 

be responsible for the maintenance.  
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Mr. Ricketts stated the Drake Elm is susceptible to Elm disease.  Mr. Smith stated if a tree 

ends up getting diseased and dies, the applicant would have to replace that tree.   

 

Councilman Howard asked what the shade tree credit reference meant that was on the list.  

Mr. Smith stated he believes the list blends in with some of the City of Jacksonville’s 

landscape standards.  He stated his focus for the future will be to have smaller trees placed 

in the first row, which is directly under the powerlines, for site plan review.   

 

Councilman Howard stated power lines run close to the ROW.  Trees would have to be 

planted pretty close to the property line to have any interference with the power lines.   

 

Mr. Ricketts asked if there are setback requirements for trees.  Mr. Smith stated that the 

landscaped area must be at least 10 feet back from the ROW.  He stated the LDRs are still 

in effect, but want to make applicants aware to be sensitive to landscaping under overhead 

power lines and to provide a list to them of trees that are recommended.   

 

DISCUSS MOBILE STORAGE UNITS 

 

Councilman Howard stated there was a portable storage unit in the Montclair area for two 

years.  He stated it was finally moved this past Monday. 

 

Mr. Smith stated there are new regulations in the LDRs related to portable storage 

containers on residential property.  He stated if a portable storage container is on location 

for more than 72 hours, the owner would need to register it with the Town.  There is a 

registration fee of $25.  The resident can have the storage container up to 14 consecutive 

days and can get an extension if needed. There would not be an additional fee for the 

extension.  A resident can register a portable storage container up to four times in a year.  

He stated there is no criteria for reviewing whether a portable storage container should be 

approved or not.  He stated it only needs to meet the setback requirements.  

 

Councilman Howard stated there have been a few large mobile storage units that have 

moved into the Town. He stated there is one on Stowe Avenue. Mr. Smith stated those are 

considered an accessory structure, which is how it is being permitted.  He stated the 

applicant applies for a building permit and then the plans go to Clay County for review. 

 

Councilman Howard discussed the firework sales that were set up on Park Avenue at the 

end of December.  He stated the portable storage container was not tied down. He stated 

the fire department inspected the container before the fireworks were stocked in it and did 

not inspect it afterwards.  He stated that Mr. Hanson mentioned that there would no longer 

be firework sale permits issued. 

 

Councilman Howard asked if someone sells something from a portable storage container 

would they need to get a permit for 14 days.  Mr. Smith stated a transient merchant permit 

would apply for that situation.  
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Mr. Ricketts discussed tie down requirements for portable storage containers.  Mr. Smith 

stated the Code discusses securing them, but there is no specific tie down requirement.  He 

stated if there is a hurricane or severe storm, the police department will notify applicants 

that they will need to move the storage containers.   

 

The committee and staff continued to discuss securing storage containers.    

 

Mr. Ricketts stated it does not make sense that a storage container used as an accessory 

building has to be tied down, but if used temporarily, it does not have to be tied down.  

 

Councilman Howard requested that Mr. Smith look more into the securing requirements 

for portable storage containers.  

 

DISCUSS DAYS INN PARKING  

 

Councilman Howard stated he was driving around one day and noticed that the Days Inn 

truck parking lot was paved instead of using gravel. The committee approved the use of 

gravel.   

 

Mr. Smith stated the Days Inn truck parking lot was previously approved from site plan 

review.  He stated it is currently an active construction site.  He stated the owner decided 

to pave the parking lot instead of using crushcrete. He stated paving the road does meet the 

requirements of the Code. He stated the engineer did submit a new site plan and a letter 

from St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD). The letter from SJRWMD 

stated the change would not require a modification of the permit.  He stated there has been 

a deviation from the approved site plan.  He stated the Code says that if there is a change 

or deviation to the approved plans, then the plans typically have to come back to the 

committee.  He stated the Code does not distinguish between minor or major deviations. 

He stated he considers this change to be a minor one.   

 

Mr. Ricketts stated he has issues with this change and being made aware of it after the fact.  

He stated the he has concerns about protocol not being followed and there not being any 

consequences.  

 

Councilman Howard stated he thinks the changes are major.  He stated the proper thing 

would have been to notify the Town.  Mr. Smith stated Mr. Tidball informed SJRWMD 

back in mid-December of the change, but he did not notify the Town.  He stated Mr. Tidball 

will be at next month’s committee meeting for another item, so the committee could talk 

to him at that time if they wished to.   

 

Mr. Ricketts asked if there are any penalties or fines for changing plans and not informing 

the Town.   
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Councilman Howard stated the Town may want to ask SJRWMD if they could inform the 

Town whenever they receive a revision to a Town project.  Mr. Ricketts stated that may be 

something that is hard to enforce without an agreement in place.  Councilman Howard 

stated he would mention the idea to the SJRWMD representative that he has been talking 

with lately about another subject.  He stated he will get his thoughts on the idea. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Nix stated that there are some things being done that do not need a permit, for 

example kitchen remodels.  He stated there is a lot of building construction that should be 

permitted. He stated we are missing out on revenues and inspections.  

 

The committee and staff discussed what requires a permit.  

 

Councilman Howard requested that Mr. Smith look into how the Town handles the permit 

process.  

 

Councilman Howard asked for an update on the Flying Eagle.  Mr. Smith stated he has not 

heard anything recently from them.  Councilman Howard stated they received their permit 

but have not done anything yet.  He stated it is a big mess there.  

 

Councilman Howard asked about the sign at 2005 Park Avenue.  Mr. Smith stated the 

owner has obtained a business license.  He stated he has met with them about the sign and 

they know that they cannot keep the current sign for the new business.  He stated they will 

replace it with a monument sign.  Councilman Howard stated the sign is still up.  Mr. Smith 

stated code enforcement did send them a courtesy letter and sent a follow-up letter letting 

the owners know that the sign needs to come down.   

 

Councilman Howard stated it is hard for people to get out of the AT&T parking lot when 

the traffic is backed up. 

 

Mayor Nix asked for an update on the Palagio.  Mr. Smith stated they are supposed to break 

ground in mid-April.  

 

Councilman Howard stated he talked to Samir Patel and Mr. Patel said they are back on 

schedule with the hotel and should open in four months.  Mr. Smith stated they are currently 

working on the site and getting their inspections done.  He stated they are not close to 

opening.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated the Environmental Quality 

Board (EQB) uses the Master Gardener Handbook from the University of Florida.  She 

stated transient merchant permits are not just for firework sales.  She stated permits have 
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also been given out for Christmas tree sales.  She stated there is a state law regarding tie 

downs and mobile homes.  She stated permits should be inclusive.  She stated the 

committee should treat after the fact modifications the same way EQB does with after the 

fact removal of trees.  

 

Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, stated the storage container that held the 

fireworks was kept on the property for 45 days after the sales were over.   He stated one of 

his neighbors has a large accessory building.  He stated he spoke to the electrician that was 

at his neighbor’s house, who was not from Clay County.  He stated the electrician said he 

was called by the neighbor because no one from Clay County would come out without a 

permit.  He stated he asked the electrician if he had a permit, but he did not reply. 

 

Mayor Nix stated permit fees are paid by the resident and not the contractor.   

 

Mr. Hawkinson stated there is a lot of house buying and flipping that is going on.  He stated 

he feels that a lot of those situations are not getting permits.  He stated it may be a good 

idea to send a letter out to new homebuyers in the Town with permit requirements.  

 

The committee and staff discussed the JEA tree list. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 6, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.                

 

Councilman Howard adjourned the meeting at 6:06 p.m.  

 


