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Environmental Quality Board 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

2:00 P.M. 

Minutes 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Environmental Quality Board was called to order in the Town Council 

Chambers on February 9, 2017 by Chairwoman Jeane Knowles at 2:00 p.m.  The following Board 

members were present: Mrs. Frances Nichols, Ms. Donna Bonds and Ms. Melba Gordon. Mr. Bob 

Barrett was absent.  Others present were Economic and Community Development Director 

Stephen Smith, Town Manager Jim Hanson, Mayor Eugene Nix, Town Attorney Sam Garrison 

and Recording Secretary Courtney Russo. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 12, 2017 MEETING 

 

Ms. Bonds referenced page 3, paragraph 3.  She stated her intent was to use the word “Code” and 

not “variance.”  She recommend that change be made to the minutes. 

 

Ms. Bonds moved to approve the minutes, as amended, of the January 12, 2017 meeting.  Ms. 

Gordon seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0.  

 

REVIEW OF AN AFTER THE FACT TREE REMOVAL PERMIT FOR MORE THAN 

FOUR TREES ALONG LORING AVENUE (PARCEL #41-04-26-018526-000-00) 

 

Ms. Knowles asked what the correct parcel number is for this property. There are two different 

parcel numbers referenced in the permit application.  Mr. Smith stated the correct parcel number 

is the one listed on the agenda.   

 

Mr. Smith stated the applicant is requesting an after the fact permit for the removal of more than 

four protected trees at Loring Avenue.  He stated at the last meeting the board requested that the 

applicant be present at the meeting in order to help determine how many protected trees were 

removed before October 18, 2016.  He stated the applicant submitted a letter dated January 31, 

2017.  He said the applicant stated in the letter that 12 to 14 noxious trees were removed after the 

hurricane and that no oak trees were located on the property. He stated he felt that staff did not 

have enough information provided from the applicant to determine how many protected trees were 

removed from the property.  He stated he feels that an arborist is needed to count and evaluate the 

tree stumps that are still at the site.   

 

Ms. Bonds stated the direction was clear that board wanted staff to investigate when and by whom 

the trees were removed.  They also wanted to know the quantity that was removed if possible.  Mr. 

Smith stated he did go out to the site and counted about 20 trees that were removed.  He stated 9 

were pine trees, which are exempt, and there were 9 trees that he was unsure of the species because 

he is not an arborist.   

 

Ms. Bonds asked if staff reached out to the Institute of Food and Agriculture Science (IFAS) at the 

Extensions Office in Green Cove Springs.  Mr. Smith stated they did not. 
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Ms. Knowles asked if the tree removal company was contacted.  Mr. Smith stated he did contact 

them, but they were not very forthcoming.  

 

Mr. Smith stated the Town did remove the trees that were in the right-of-way (ROW) and would 

like the applicant to pay for that.   

 

Mr. Cheslovas Rothschild, applicant, stated he hired Jason Melford to cut down the trees.  He 

stated Mr. Melford had promised to remove the trees, but ended up having to leave town for an 

emergency.   

 

Mr. Smith stated the Town went out yesterday and started removing the trees from the ROW.  He 

stated he is not sure if Mr. Rothschild had additional workers there this morning. 

 

Ms. Gordon asked if the disposal of the trees is part of the decision process of the board. She stated 

it is in the best interest of the board to know how many of the trees were protected in order to 

decide what the restitution needs to be.   

 

Ms. Bonds stated adequate information was not obtained between the last meeting and now. 

 

Ms. Knowles stated she would like to know how many and what kind of trees were cut down from 

the property.  She stated that information should be able to come from whomever cut the trees 

down.  She stated an arborist needs to come in and identity the trees from their stumps.  She stated 

she has a list of trees that are considered noxious.  She stated pine trees have been referenced as 

noxious.  She stated there are different types of pines trees and not all are considered noxious.   

 

Mr. Rothschild stated the hurricane broke the trees and they were cut down 24 hours later.  Ms. 

Knowles stated all of the trees on the lot were not broken due to the hurricane. Mr. Rothschild 

stated the property was abused and neglected.  He stated there were no protected trees on the 

property.   

 

Ms. Bonds asked if there is any physical proof that every tree on the lot was damaged by Hurricane 

Matthew.  

 

Mr. George Ihle, 738 River Road, stated he lives next door to the applicant. He stated the lot has 

been clear cut and it is a field of stumps.  He stated there was a variety of trees that were on the 

lot.  He stated the trees sat in the ROW for the last couple of months.  He stated the property is 

very bad in its present condition.  Ms. Bonds asked if Town staff was ever notified of this 

information.  Ms. Ida Ihle stated she spoke with Mayor Nix and was told to go to the Police 

Department.  She stated she was unable to speak to anyone at the Police Department and later 

spoke with Mr. Hanson.   

 

Mr. Ihle stated the tree cutter leased a crane and he gave him permission to back down his driveway 

in order to remove the trees as they were cut down.  He stated the crane knocked down the 

electricity and cable lines.  He stated the lines were down for two days before they were working 
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again.  He stated on December 16 his motor home was hit by the crane, which left two holes.  He 

stated the applicant has made multiple promises as to when he is going to fix the holes.   

 

Ms. Knowles asked if the trees were green. Mr. Ihle stated there was a variety of trees and they 

were green. 

 

Mr. Rothschild stated his neighbors cut trees down as well after the hurricane.  He stated all of the 

trees on his lot were broken from the hurricane.  Ms. Knowles asked if the trees could have been 

pruned.  Mr. Rothschild stated the trees were diseased.  Ms. Knowles stated proof that the trees 

were diseased is needed from an arborist or forestry official.  

 

Mr. Smith stated the applicant did provide photos, but there were no dates on them. 

 

Attorney Garrison stated the date of when the trees were taken down needs to be established. He 

stated Town staff did contact the contractor who took the trees down, but did not get any sufficient 

information from him.  He stated the applicant should be asked, to his benefit, to provide something 

from the contractor corroborating the date the trees were cut down.  He stated if it predates when 

the new Land Development Regulations (LDR) went into effect then this is all moot.  If it does 

not, then we continue on.  He stated Ms. Bonds’ has provided information on a service that can 

help assist the Town in determining the type of trees that were taken down.  Ms. Bonds stated all 

that information should have been obtained before scheduling another meeting. 

 

Ms. Jane Hamilton, 718 River Road, stated her property backs up to the applicant’s property.  She 

stated for 23 years she has been looking at that property and the trees. She stated she finds it hard 

to believe that a storm came through and took down all of the trees on the applicant’s property, 

and other properties remained untouched. She stated when the trees were cut down, she heard them 

fall. She stated she saw oak trees come down.  

 

Mr. Rothschild stated there were no live oaks on his property. He stated all of the trees were broken 

and dead. 

 

Mayor Nix stated he left town for the hurricane.  He stated when he got back into town, he saw 

that there were three or four trees that were down over Loring Avenue that had knocked down 

powerlines.  He stated he also finds it hard to believe that the hurricane through and knocked down 

all the trees on Mr. Rothschild’s property, while everyone else around received only minor 

damage.   He stated he witnessed a few trees that were down from the storm, but there were not 

20.  

 

Mrs. Nichols stated the main issue is trying to find out the date that the trees were removed.  

 

Attorney Garrison asked Mr. Rothschild to have Mr. Melford get in contract with Mr. Smith.    

 

Ms. Bonds moved that the board table this discussion until there is more information, including 

the number of trees, variety (protected), age and date that the trees were taken down and if they 

were diseased and would like the neighbors queried and physical evidence provided to the board 



Environmental Quality Board 

February 9, 2017 

Page 4 

 

obtained from the applicant and neighbors.  Information requested by staff needs to be provided 

by the applicant within 14 business days.  Ms. Gordon seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0. 

 

Attorney Garrison stated that after the last meeting, he met with Mr. Smith and the Code 

Enforcement staff to make sure it was clear what the protocol and procedure was going forward, 

for staff and the EQB.  He stated provided at the end of the staff report is a one-page summary that 

Mr. Smith put together regarding residential tree removal permits.  He discussed situations that 

would require a permit and those that would not.    

 

Ms. Bonds stated we are going to continue to run into situations regarding after the fact permits, 

because not everyone is aware of the Town Codes.  Mr. Smith stated he has plans to reach out to 

tree contractors to let them know of the new regulations. Ms. Bonds suggested adding information 

on residents’ water bills regarding the new tree ordinances.    

 

Attorney Garrison stated the one-page summary on residential tree removal permits is merely a 

“cheat sheet.”  He stated what is legally binding is the Code and ordinances. He stated it is to help 

guide the board through their thought process.  

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she talked to Mr. Melford, and he told her he did not cut down the trees, but 

was hired to remove them. She stated Mr. Melford stated that the man who cut down the trees had 

a fight with Mr. Rothschild and later left town.   

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  

 

Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, stated there is a metrological weather system that can 

determine the exact weather conditions that occurred on a certain day based on longitude and 

latitude coordinates.  

 

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated no citizen can be expected to know if 

a tree is protected or not.  She also stated that a citizen that buys property and moves here cannot 

be expected to know that they need a permit before they can take down a tree. She stated she is 

concerned that no one asked Mr. Rothschild what his intended use is for the property.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be on Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Ms. Knowles adjourned the meeting at 

3:07 p.m.  


