
Item No.  

 

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting was called 

to order in the Town Council Chambers on Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 5:22 p.m. by 

Councilman Steve Howard, Chairman of the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee. 

The following Committee members were present: Mayor Eugene Nix and Mr. Jim 

Hawkinson. Mr. Frank Ricketts and Ms. Leigh Howard were absent. Also in attendance 

were Economic and Community Development Director Stephen Smith, Town Attorney 

Sam Garrison and Recording Secretary Lois Shaw.  

 

Councilman Howard apologized for the late start.  He thanked everyone for their patience 

until a quorum could be formed.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATED NOVEMBER 3, 2016 

 

Mr. Hawkinson made a motion to approve the minutes of the committee meeting dated 

November 3, 2016.  Mayor Nix seconded the motion which passed 3 to 0. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR CENTENNIAL RESIDENCE HALL AT MOOSEHAVEN 

(SP-04-2016) 

 

Mr. Smith stated Moosehaven is proposing a three story residence hall for an adult 

congregate living facility for 105 residents.  He stated the plans have been reviewed by 

Town staff for compliance with the Land Development Regulations.   

 

Councilman Howard asked if the retention pond was checked for capacity.  Mr. Smith 

stated the applicant received a permit from the St. Johns River Water Management District. 

 

Councilman Howard stated the maximum height of the building is 35 feet.  He asked if that 

was from the elevation to the roof.  Mr. Smith stated that was correct.   

 

Ms. Michele Agee, 1329-C Kingsley Avenue, stated there are two master meters on the 

water that comes into the site. She stated the water is coming in from the water line that is 

already metered.  

 

Councilman Howard asked about the lighting. Mr. John Capes, 1522 River Road, stated 

the site already has external lighting.  He stated there will be low level pathway lighting 

around the sidewalk and “V” part of the building.   

 

Mr. Hawkinson discussed the lighting at the Brandon Place apartments.  He stated all of 

the lights tend to cause a big glare.  Mayor Nix stated he noticed that as well.  He stated it 
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seems like one long row of lights.  Mr. Capes stated there is overhead florescent lighting 

along the walkway, which is on a timer.  He stated each apartment patio has a single light.  

 

Mayor Nix stated there are regulations on how much illumination can come from a gas 

station and shine into a residential area.   

 

Mayor Nix moved to approve the site plan application for Centennial Residence Hall at 

Moosehaven.  Mr. Hawkinson seconded the motion which passed 3 to 0. 

 

Mr. Capes stated he hopes to break ground on March 5, 2017, but it depends on permitting.   

 

Mayor Nix stated it was his understanding that a full set of plans would be included in the 

packets. Mr. Smith stated that can be included in the packet if that is the desire of the 

committee.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Nix stated he is noticing on the site plans for commercial developments that the 

landscaping is being planted under the power lines.   He stated trees will grow and 

eventually hit the power lines.  Mr. Smith stated that is something that can be looked at on 

an individual basis when site plans come in.   

 

The committee and staff continued the discussion on trees and power lines.  They discussed 

current commercial buildings that may have problems in the future.  Councilman Howard 

stated this is a “concern of the committee.” 

 

Councilman Howard discussed the transient merchant permit for the group selling 

fireworks at 1905 Park Avenue. He stated he was surprised there was not a “local Johnny” 

on site.  He stated he noticed the POD that was on site was not tied down; he stated he has 

concerns about this.  Mr. Smith stated the Land Development Regulations addresses the 

guidelines for having a POD. He stated they are allowed to have the POD for a maximum 

of 30 days.  He stated it is the owner’s responsibility to secure the storage container.  He 

stated there is no inspection done on a storage container.   

 

Mayor Nix stated he had the same concerns about the POD.  He stated a resident that had 

a POD was required to tie it down, but the firework vendor is not required to tie it down 

because it will only be there for 30 days.  He stated that did not make sense.   

 

Councilman Howard asked about the inspection done by the fire department.  Mr. Smith 

stated the fire department went out prior to the fireworks shop opening.  He stated the 

inventory was not on site yet. 
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Attorney Garrison discussed firework sales in the Town.  It stated it is legal under Florida 

Law to sell fireworks.  He stated some of the items sold are prohibited under the Town 

Code. He stated Town Codes are tighter than the state requirements.   

 

Mayor Nix asked if the Town needs to be named as an additional insured on the Certificate 

of Liability.  Attorney Garrison stated no because the fireworks stand is on private property. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No one addressed the committee at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.                

 

Councilman Howard adjourned the meeting at 5:55 p.m.  

 


