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Orange Park, Florida 

October 18, 2016 

The meeting of the Orange Park Town Council was called to order in the Town Hall Council 

Chambers at 7 p.m. with Mayor Eugene Nix presiding.   

Other Council Members present were Vice-Mayor Scott Land, Councilwoman Connie Thomas, 

Councilman Gary Meeks, and Councilman Steve Howard. Also in attendance were Town Manager 

Jim Hanson, Public Works Director Chuck Pavlos, Capital Projects Manager Glenn Reed, 

Economic and Community Development Director Stephen Smith, Finance Director John 

Villanueva, Attorney Sam Garrison of Kopelousos, Bradley & Garrison and Town Clerk Sarah 

Campbell.  

The invocation was given by Mayor Nix followed by the Pledge of Allegiance lead by Scout Ryan 

Hopkins of Pack 832. 

Mayor Nix gave his condolences, on behalf of the Council, to Chief Goble, who recently lost a 

family member. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Mr. Al Tidball, 2236 Laurel Grove Lane, stated he is representing his client PTT Investments, who 

owns the Days Inn.  He stated his client wants to develop the site next door to the hotel for large 

vehicle parking.  He stated the fact that the Land Development Regulations (LDR) could be 

changing tonight caught him off guard.  He stated there is a lot of work invested in this project.  

He wants to know if his project will fall under the old code or the new code.  He provided Council 

with a set of plans for the project, to show them how much work has been done.  He stated the 

plans have been approved by the St. Johns River Water Management District.  He stated there are 

a couple small changes to make to the plans under the old code, but overall the plans are ready for 

site plan review. 

Mayor Nix asked what changes would need to be done to satisfy the new code.  Mr. Tidball stated 

there would be significant changes to the landscaping and would create added costs for his client.   

Mr. Tidball requested a ruling from Council one way or another; he would like to know if his 

project falls under the new or old code.  He stated he was not aware the code was changing the 

way that it was.    

Councilman Howard stated he is concerned that the Town may have tried to slow down a project. 

Councilman Howard moved to accept the Eldridge Loop parcel to be reviewed under the old LDRs.  

Councilman Meeks seconded the motion.   
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Councilman Meeks stated Council knew some projects would get caught in the middle of the LDR 

rewrite.  He stated if an application was submitted under the old code, than it should be held to 

that standard.  

Councilwoman Thomas stated the project is at the entry of the Town.  She stated many trees are 

going to be removed and would have a negative impact.  Mr. Tidball stated the trees are going to 

be removed regardless of what code the project falls under; he stated what matters is whether his 

client is going to have to pay into the tree fund. 

Vice-Mayor Land stated it is normal to use the code that is in place at the time of a formal submittal.  

Mr. Tidball stated he is not sure if there has been a formal submittal.  He stated he had a pre-

appointment meeting with the Economic and Community Development Department and received 

comments from them today.  

Attorney Garrison stated the prior issue with the grandfather clause was regarding the Community 

Redevelopment Overlay (CRO) repeal.  He stated at that time, Council agreed someone could be 

grandfathered in, if they had completed the application.  He stated from a legal matter, at the point 

that a decision is to be made, the code that exists at that time would be applied.  He stated Council 

can deal with this now or later.  Applicants have the ability to seek relief from the Town Council.  

He stated if the motion passes, the plans will be reviewed under the code as it exists at this moment. 

The motion to accept the Eldridge Loop parcel to be reviewed under the old LDRs passed 4 to 1 

with Councilwoman Thomas dissenting. 

SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE PLACING A 

TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES 

Councilman Howard moved for a second reading, by title only, of an ordinance placing a 

temporary moratorium on marijuana dispensaries.  Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion 

which passed 5 to 0.  Ms. Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 

ON THE OPERATION OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

TREATMENT CENTERS AND LICENSED DISPENSING 

ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR UNLESS RESCINDED OR 

EXTENDED BY A SUBSEQUENT ORDINANCE, OR BY A 

SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENT TO THE TOWN’S LAND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS REGARDING THE 

REGULATION OF MARIJUANA TREATMENT CENTERS 

AND LICENSED DISPENSING ORGANIZATIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY AND AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 
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Mayor Nix opened the public hearing. 

 

Ms. Barbara Bujak, 1719 Grove Park Drive, stated she has concerns with how the public gets 

access to ordinances.  She stated based on the title of the ordinance, it seems that Council is being 

cautious.  She stated the Town is a very doctor-oriented community. Many businesses will be 

impacted by the moratorium.  She stated Council needs to work to have laws in place right away; 

they should not wait a year. 

 

Mayor Nix stated he does know what the voters will decide.  He stated he wants to control the 

influx should Amendment 2 pass.  He stated he wants to wait and see what the outcome is and 

react afterwards.   

 

Ms. Bujak stated marijuana will only be available for certain caregivers and those that suffer from 

serious conditions.  She questioned what Council is fearful of.  She asked if Council counted all 

the medical facilities in Town.  She stated the voters’ decision should be honored, and a one-year 

moratorium is too long.  She stated if her cancer comes back, and doctors want her to use 

marijuana, she should not have to travel elsewhere to get it.  She stated there are many good 

medical uses for it.  She stated there has never been a moratorium on other new products.   

 

Mayor Nix closed the public hearing. 

 

Councilman Howard moved to approve the ordinance placing a temporary moratorium on 

marijuana dispensaries in the Town.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion. 

 

Councilman Howard stated hospitals and nursing homes are non-smoking facilities.   

 

Attorney Garrison stated the moratorium does not restrict use in the current or new form.  He stated 

the temporary moratorium is on licensed dispensaries, until the LDRs are updated to say where the 

dispensaries can “set up shop.”  He stated there are not currently any regulations as to where they 

can be or what zoning class they are authorized in.  He stated this ordinance will set a one-year 

moratorium, which will automatically sunset once the zoning regulations are enacted.  He stated 

this issue has already been sent to the Planning and Zoning Board for their review.  He stated this 

moratorium will not impair anyone’s ability to use medical marijuana.  He stated he does not see 

any reason for it take up to a year to get zoning regulations in place. 

 

Councilman Meeks stated if the law is passed in the state, the effective date is not immediate.  It 

may not be in effect until July, which by then the zoning regulations may be approved.   

 

Mayor Nix asked about the current dispensaries.  Attorney Garrison stated there are only four 

dispensaries in the state right now that have been granted a license from the Florida Department 

of Health to cultivate and distribute medical marijuana.  He stated there are strict regulations and 

safety guidelines at each of those dispensaries; CVS is not one of them.  He stated the state put the 

dispensaries in place now so that there would be a regulatory system already in place should 

Amendment 2 pass.   
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The motion to approve the ordinance placing a temporary moratorium on marijuana dispensaries 

in the Town passed 5 to 0.  This ordinance is recorded as #15-16. 

 

SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

Councilwoman Thomas moved for a second reading, by title only, of an ordinance amending the 

Land Development Regulations.  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0.  

Ms. Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ORANGE PARK, CLAY 

COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING ARTICLES II, III, IV, V, VI, 

VII AND VIII OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

OF THE TOWN OF ORANGE PARK BY REPEALING THE 

EXISTING LANGUAGE IN SAID ARTICLES IN THEIR 

ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH THE LANGUAGE 

CONTAINED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A;” PROVIDING 

FOR CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

                  

Mayor Nix opened the public hearing. 

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated that the three definitions for elderly 

housing are ambiguous and not definitive enough.  She stated the definition for guest house needs 

to be clearer.  She referenced the definition of home occupation.  She stated the way the Town is 

approving home occupations now and have been for many years, does not agree with that 

definition.  She stated there is not a definition that addresses a group living facility.  She stated at 

the first reading, Council stated there were several items that they wanted to address at a later time; 

she stated she assumes they will address those tonight. 

Mr. John Young, 1544 Kingsley Avenue, stated he has concerns about the regulations changing in 

the Town. He stated he bought and remodeled his new business last December.  He stated his sign 

impacts the value of his building.  He stated the way the regulations were originally being 

proposed, his sign and building value would have been affected.  He stated he addressed the 

Environmental Quality Board about his concerns and had great success.  He stated the board 

recommended a grandfather clause for those that have existing pylon signs.  He asked what 

changes in use would trigger a nonconforming sign to be terminated.  He addressed the section on 

the Kingsley Avenue Character Overlay.  He stated this section states that all signs must be 

monument signs. 

Mr. Tony Robbins, Prosser Inc., stated the use of a non-conforming sign shall immediately 

terminate upon a change of business use or if the business is abandoned.  He stated change in 
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ownership was fine.  He stated the Kingsley Overlay requirements are specifically for new 

developments; he stated existing pole signs are grandfathered in.   

Mayor Nix closed the public hearing.   

Councilman Howard moved to approve the ordinance amending the Land Development 

Regulations.  Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion. 

Councilman Howard stated there has been a large amount of work done on the LDRs.  He stated 

he still has concerns with boat and RV parking.  He stated one house has three boats in the front 

yard.   

Mayor Nix stated there will need to be continued work on the LDRs.  He stated the LDRs need to 

be approved and move on from there.  He stated there will continue to be tweaking done to the 

LDRs.  There will be work done within each committee to make further changes.   

The motion to approve the ordinance amending the Land Development Regulations passed 5 to 0.  

This ordinance is recorded as #16-16. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL MEETING DATED SEPTEMBER 29, 2016 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the minutes from the special meeting dated September 29, 

2016.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING DATED OCTOBER 4, 2016 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the minutes from the regular meeting dated October 4, 2016.  

Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.02 OF THE TOWN 

CHARTER  

Councilman Meeks moved for a first reading, by title only, of the ordinance amending Section 

2.02 of the Town Charter.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0.  Ms. 

Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only. 

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.06 OF THE TOWN 

CHARTER 

Councilman Meeks moved for a first reading, by title only, of the ordinance amending Section 

2.06 of the Town Charter.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0.  Ms. 

Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only 
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FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7.05 OF THE TOWN 

CHARTER 

Councilman Meeks moved for a first reading, by title only, of the ordinance amending Section 

7.05 of the Town Charter.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0.  Ms. 

Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only 

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 15-16 BUDGET 

FOR THE FOURTH TIME 

Councilman Meeks moved for a first reading, by title only, of the ordinance amending the fiscal 

year 15-16 budget for the fourth time.  Vice-Mayor Land seconded the motion which passed 5 to 

0.  Ms. Campbell read the ordinance into the record, by title only 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.020 MEETING LENGTH 

Councilman Howard stated he prefers the current rule as it stands.  He stated two hours is not 

enough time to complete Council business.  He stated some months Council only meets once; if 

anything, Council should increase the number of meetings.  He stated to stop and vote on the 

continuation of the meeting after two hours is ludicrous.      

Mayor Nix stated it would be cumbersome to vote every 30 minutes to extend the meeting.  He 

does not want any restrictions; he would like to see the 10:00 p.m. rule eliminated.  He does not 

think there should be a time constraint on the meetings.   

Councilman Meeks stated the issue with the current rule is with the need for a super majority to 

extend the meeting.   

Vice-Mayor Land stated Council seems to be going in the opposite direction of what the committee 

recommended.  Mayor Nix stated Council does not always go with the recommendation of a 

committee.  He stated the committee’s solution was complicated. 

Councilman Meeks stated the committee did good work.  He likes that a simple majority would 

extend the meeting until 9:30 p.m. and a super majority would extend the meeting until 10:00 p.m. 

Mayor Nix moved to not approve the amendments to Rule 1.020 of the Standing Rules.  

Councilman Howard seconded the motion.   

Vice-Mayor Land stated he does not have a problem with the current version.  

The motion passed 3 to 2 with Councilman Meeks and Councilwoman Thomas dissenting. 
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APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.030 SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.030 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.031 COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.031 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.040 FINE FOR ABSENCES 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.040 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.050 RESTATING THE 

MOTIONS 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.050 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.051 DATE OF COUNCIL 

ORGANIZATION 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.051 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.060 PRESERVATION OF 

MINUTES 

Vice-Mayor Land stated he does not want recordings thrown out after three years.  He would like 

to keep them for as long as possible.   

Ms. Campbell stated all meetings have been digitally recorded since she started in 2008. She stated 

there is no reason to delete those.  She stated she has reel-to-reels from 1976, and does not think it 

would be appropriate to have to get permission from Council in order to get rid of them.  She stated 

if someone made a public records request for them, because the Town is in possession of them, 

they would have to provide them. 

Vice-Mayor Land moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.060.  Councilwoman Thomas 

seconded the motion which passed 4 to 1 with Councilman Howard dissenting.   
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APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.100 PUBLICATION AFTER 

ADOPTION 

Councilman Meeks moved to approve the amendments to Rule 1.100 of the Standing Rules. 

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.130 MID-YEAR BUDGET 

REVIEW 

Mayor Nix stated he was unsure why there would be an elimination of an important duty of the 

Council to have a mid-year budget review.  He stated the monthly overview of finances does not 

suffice.  

Mayor Nix moved to deny the amendments to Rule 1.130.  Councilman Howard seconded the 

motion. 

Councilwoman Thomas stated the meetings have not been happening. 

Ms. Campbell stated Council receives a monthly review.  She stated to have a meeting as well 

would be redundant.   

Councilman Meeks stated with the new software the Town has, they are producing a budget review 

12 times a year.  He stated the Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee can call a meeting 

at any time.  

Councilman Howard stated in the past the Finance Director would give a report to Council about 

the month-end finances.  Councilman Meeks stated that was prior to the Tyler system.  He stated 

the reporting is easier now. 

Mr. Hanson stated the financial reports are always on the agenda monthly.  Depending on the 

length of the meetings, Council does not always get to those reports.   

Mayor Nix stated getting a monthly review is not the same as an in depth meeting.  

The motion to deny the amendments to Rule 1.130 failed 3 to 2, with Vice-Mayor Land, 

Councilwoman Thomas, and Councilman Meeks dissenting.  While the motion did fail, a 

supermajority is needed to make a change to a Standing Rule. 

APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULE 1.210 PACKETS AND 

AGENDAS 

Councilman Howard stated he is worried that committee members are being treated differently. 

He stated committees should have their paper packets delivered to them.   
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Councilman Howard moved to deny the amendments to Rule 1.210 (e).  Vice-Mayor Land 

seconded the motion. 

Vice-Mayor Land stated he agrees with Councilman Howard that committees should have their 

packets delivered to them.  

Councilwoman Thomas stated according to Chief Goble, it takes about two hours for police to 

deliver packets.  She stated committees are having more and more meetings.   

Mayor Nix stated he spoke with Chief Goble as well.  He stated the concern is more with getting 

the packets delivered by the time deadline.   

The motion to deny the amendments to Rule 1.210 (e) passed 4 to 1 with Councilwoman Thomas 

dissenting. 

Council discussed the time deadline for packets to be delivered. 

Vice-Mayor Land moved to approve Rule 1.210 (d).  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion 

which passed 5 to 0. 

Vice-Mayor Land moved to approve Rule 1.210 (f).  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion 

which passed 5 to 0. 

Vice-Mayor Land moved to approve Rule 1.210 (b).  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion 

which passed 5 to 0. 

TOWN MANAGER REPORT 

Mr. Hanson gave a report on hurricane pay for employees.  He stated after the previous storm, 

Hurricane Hermine, employees were not properly compensated during the emergency conditions.  

He stated he believes the Town has followed the policy, but the policies are different for each 

group of employees.  He stated the policy for LIUNA states that during declared emergencies 

employees will receive two times their regular pay.  He stated non-union employees are paid for 

their normal hours if Town offices close and they are sent home.  He stated the problem with the 

policy, is that it does not address payment for those who are asked to still report to work during a 

declared emergency.  He stated Willie and Ernest Jones, two Public Works Supervisors, are paid 

hourly and are non-union employees.  He stated they will be paid for their normal hours until they 

reach 40 hours, but the people that work for them, are receiving double pay.  He stated union 

members started getting double pay on Thursday night if they were called into work.  He stated 

some employees for Town Hall came in on Friday and Saturday, but will only be receiving their 

normal pay.  There will be no overtime.  He stated the best way to equalize all employees is to 

give them all double pay during emergencies.  He requested input from the Council. 
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Mayor Nix stated we cannot always be equal.  He suggested sticking with the policy as written.  

He stated the Town could have a barbeque to express gratitude to employees that worked during 

the storm.  

Councilman Meeks stated Council had the pleasure of leaving town during a storm.  Employees 

cannot leave.  He stated this is for a declared emergency.  He stated those at home are getting the 

same pay as those that come in.  He stated it was 10 years ago that the last big hurricane came 

through.  He stated declared emergencies do not happen very often.  He stated the Town will 

probably get reimbursed from FEMA.   

Councilman Howard asked what the costs would be.  Mr. Hanson stated he does not have a total 

now.  

Councilman Howard stated all employees receive the Employee Handbook and they sign off on it.  

He stated employees can unionize if they want.   

Vice-Mayor Land stated a non-union employee cannot join the union.  Mr. Hanson stated that is 

correct.  He stated they could form a separate union. 

Vice-Mayor Land stated those that are asked to come into to work, would otherwise be home with 

their families and securing their homes.  He stated that is a huge sacrifice.  He stated employees 

deserve to be compensated.  He stated the policy needs to be changed.   

Councilwoman Thomas stated employees are working under extreme and dangerous 

circumstances and should be compensated for that.  She stated that is a big sacrifice.  She stated 

she is very thankful for their work.   

Mr. Hanson stated the issue is only with non-union employees.  He stated he would like to see a 

permanent change in policy. 

Mr. Pavlos stated there would be no change in policy for union employees.  He stated there needs 

to be clarification on the policy for non-union.  He stated the policy addresses those that do not 

come into work, but does not address those that do come into work.  He stated he pulled people 

off of leave to come into work.   

Mr. Hanson stated the policy is silent on this topic. 

Vice-Mayor Land asked about the Police and Fire Union.  Mr. Hanson stated they get overtime for 

hours over 120 in a 3-week cycle.   

 Mr. Hanson stated he offered comp time to exempt employees who came in and worked.  
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Vice-Mayor Land moved to change the policy for non-union employees to receive double pay 

when they work during time of an emergency, making it effective prior to Hurricane Matthew.  

Councilman Meeks seconded the motion.   

Mr. John Capes, 1522 River Road, asked if this policy is for exempt or non-exempt employees.  

Attorney Garrison stated by implication, the policy change would be only for non-exempt 

employees.   

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated a three-percent pay raise was given to 

the non-union employees because it was given to the union employees.   

The motion to change the policy for non-union employees to receive double pay when they work 

during time of an emergency, making it effective prior to Hurricane Matthew passed 3 to 2 with 

Mayor Nix and Councilman Howard dissenting.   

Councilman Howard asked the Town Manager to present a total costs for employees that worked 

during the Hurricane.  Mr. Hanson stated the total for hourly non-union employees is $6,535.83.  

Councilman Howard stated he would like the total costs for all employees.  Mr. Hanson stated he 

does not have those costs yet.   

Mr. Hanson stated the Fire Department would like to move the MDA Boot Drive to November 18 

and 19.  He stated the original date was scheduled on the weekend after the hurricane.  He stated 

staff was pretty worn out and needed time to take care of personal business after the storm.  Council 

was fine with the date change.  

Mayor Nix asked if anyone could file an insurance claim against the Town for property damage 

caused by Town property that occurred during the hurricane.  Mr. Hanson stated he does think 

they would have any standing, because the storm was an act of God.  He stated the damage would 

have to be from negligence of the Town.   

Mayor Nix questioned the evacuation map.  He stated there are no houses on River Road in Zone 

A.  He stated the Town does not need to jump to conclusions and start evacuating people. 

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT 

Attorney Garrison stated he received notice from the Federal District Court indicating that the 

court ordered mediation in the federal lawsuit that had been filed against the Town by Jax Inns, 

Inc. is scheduled for November 18 at 10:00 a.m.  He stated he needs a Town representative to be 

present who can negotiate.   

Councilman Howard moved to nominate Councilman Meeks as the representative.  Councilman 

Meeks stated he will be out of town on that date.  Councilman Howard withdrew his motion. 



Town Council Meeting 

October 18, 2016 

Page 12 

Councilman Howard moved to nominate Chief Al Barker as the representative.  Councilman 

Meeks seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

Attorney Garrison stated Chief Barker is going to be a witness in the case.  He suggested Mr. 

Hanson or his designee serve as the representative. 

Vice-Mayor Land moved to nominate Mr. Hanson or his designee as the representative.  

Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Vice-Mayor Land commended Town employees for the storm cleanup, as well as for the Fall 

Festival setup.  He stated the Festival was great. 

Councilman Meeks commended the work of Town employees as well.  He stated staff did 

phenomenal work and were able to clear 27 streets that were blocked.  He stated employees did 

great work on the Fall Festival.   

Councilman Howard requested Council take a look at the tree on the corner of Plainfield Avenue 

and Winfred Drive.  He stated it will be an eyesore after the Plainfield project is done.   

Councilman Howard asked how the insurance claim was coming on the canopy at Town Hall.  He 

also asked for an update on Clarke Park.  Mr. Hanson stated he does not have a report on the 

canopy yet.  He stated he does not think the damage to Clarke Park has been submitted to the 

insurance company because we have not received estimates on the damage yet.  Mr. Pavlos stated 

the insurance claim was filed for the canopy.  He stated he has received quotes for it.  He stated he 

does not have a full assessment on Clarke Park yet.  He stated tomorrow crews will go in and start 

clearing out the debris and assess the playground. 

Councilman Howard asked for an update on Kingsley Avenue.  Mr. Pavlos stated the negotiations 

for the design work order are being finalized.   He stated he did have a meeting with the designer.   

Councilman Howard moved for Council to adopt a resolution to the Art Guild of Orange Park for 

the painted panels they did at Clarke Park.  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion which passed 

5 to 0. 

Councilman Howard stated there have been service issues with Comcast.   

Councilwoman Thomas stated one of the highlights with the storm was the electricity being out 

and having all the neighbors gather and get to know each other.  She stated she is grateful for the 

support of Town staff.  She stated the Fall Festival is a huge event for the Town.   She stated social 

media is important to reach people.   
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Mayor Nix stated Horton’s Garage has been torn down.  Councilwoman Thomas stated the hospital 

bought the site.   

Mayor Nix stated slot machines will be coming soon.   

Mayor Nix stated that Comcast is too big to fix issues.   

Mayor Nix stated the CalaVida Arts Festival is this week in Green Cove Springs. 

Mayor Nix stated he has been told that the Town should furnish cells phones to Council members.  

Attorney Garrison stated he is unaware of that.  He stated there is no legal requirement for Council 

to have a separate work phone.  He stated whether Town business is done through a personal email 

or the Town email, it has to be preserved.  He stated if someone is sending or receiving 

communication of any kind that relates to public business they are obligated to preserve those 

records.  He stated it is easy for the Town to preserve the records since they are backed up on a 

server. 

Council and staff discussed Town devices.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

No one addressed Council at this time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 


