
Item No.  __ 

 

Orange Park, Florida 

September 29, 2016 

The special meeting of the Orange Park Town Council was called to order in the Town Hall 

Council Chambers at 6 p.m. with Mayor Eugene Nix presiding.   

Other Councilmen present were Vice-Mayor Scott Land, Councilwoman Connie Thomas, 

Councilman Gary Meeks, and Councilman Steve Howard. Also in attendance were Town Manager 

Jim Hanson, Police Chief Gary Goble, Town Attorney Sam Garrison and Administrative Assistant 

Courtney Russo.  

Mayor Nix discussed why the special meeting was called.  He stated Council was not able to finish 

the agenda at the last meeting because they ran out of time.  He stated he has received many calls 

from residents who have voiced their opinions on the red light cameras and he decided it was 

important to call this this meeting.  He stated Council must look at the options, which is to extend 

or not to extend the contract.   

Councilwoman Thomas stated it is important to complete the agenda at Council meetings, which 

did not happen at the last meeting.  She stated the audience needs to keep their comments to three 

minutes.  She stated a lot of people come prepared to speak for three minutes, because they know 

that is the time limit.  She stated Council needs to be fair and just in running meetings.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Mr. Mike Choate, 940 River Road, stated the red light cameras help with the safety and welfare of 

the Town.  He stated the cameras force people to pay attention.  He stated more people are stopping 

at the lights.  He stated the cameras are saving lives.  He stated he is in favor of the continuation 

of the cameras. 

Mr. Don Rice, 2600 Holly Point Road West, stated is in favor of the cameras.  He stated they save 

lives and reduce accidents.  He stated he thinks the Town should have red light cameras forever. 

Ms. Norma Hawkinson, 1936 Astor Street, stated the cameras save lives and is favor of the 

extension of the contract.    

Ms. Mary Hawkins, 2343 Holly Lane, stated the Town should keep the red light cameras.  She 

stated her father was hit by a car that ran a red right.  She stated drivers are paying attention more 

because of the cameras.  She stated the roads seem safer with the cameras.   

DISCUSSION ON EXTENSION OF RED LIGHT CAMERA CONTRACT-120 DAYS ONLY 

Councilman Howard moved to extend the red light camera contract for 120 days, during which 

time the Town Manager and staff will come up with a Request for Proposal (RFP), which will 

include cameras at Wells Road and Park Avenue.  Councilman Meeks seconded the motion.   

Councilman Meeks questioned whether 120 days would be sufficient. 
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Councilman Howard stated he has only been to two special meetings, this being one of them.  He 

stated there has been a lack of administrative oversight by the Town Manager.  He stated the 

expiration of the red light camera contract should have been addressed earlier and been included 

in the budget.  He stated the Town has not come close to the revenues that were outlined in the 

contract with American Traffic Solutions (ATS).  He discussed crash data at the intersections 

within the Town.  He stated in 2012 he was the only one to vote against the red light cameras 

because the contract should not have been awarded to ATS.  He stated based on the Selection 

Committee’s review and scoring, ATS came in second place.  He stated the cameras have helped 

decrease accidents.  He stated many people avoid the intersections that have cameras.  He stated 

he is unsure how he will vote tonight. 

Councilwoman Thomas stated she was not originally in favor of the cameras, but now sees the 

need for them.  She stated she appreciates all the comments from the audience.  

Mayor Nix stated he agrees with Councilman Howard.  He stated this is something that should 

have been dealt with months ago.  He stated this has put the Town in a bad spot with the media.  

He stated he agrees with the safety factor of the cameras, but it is also important to get the best 

deal.  He stated the Town needs a RFP.  He stated the Town can get a better deal.  He stated the 

Council is being faced with things last minute, which is causing items to not be done in a timely 

manner.  

Attorney Garrison clarified that with the motion, Council is authorizing the Town Manager and 

staff to move forward with a RFP.   Mayor Nix stated the Town Manager should have the direction 

that he needs.   

Councilman Meeks asked if ATS is willing to extend the contract for 120 days.   

Mr. Brad Dreasher, American Traffic Solutions, stated they are willing to extend for 120 days.  He 

stated they have prepared another offer for the Town, with three months of credit, if the contract 

is extended for three years.   

Mayor Nix asked Councilman Howard if his motion includes the addition of a camera at Wells 

Road and Park Avenue or to move one of the existing cameras to that intersection.  Councilman 

Howard stated it is for the addition of a new camera at the intersection.    

The motion to extend the red light camera contract for 120 days, during which time the Town 

Manager and staff will come up with a Request for Proposals (RFP), which will include cameras 

at Wells Road and Park Avenue passed 3 to 2 with Mayor Nix and Vice-Mayor Land dissenting. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Mr. Don Rice, 2600 Holly Point Road West, asked Mayor Nix and Vice-Mayor Land why they 

voted against the extension.  Mayor Nix stated it was about the way Council had to go about this 

process.  He stated he heard from many residents and he has compared both sides of what people 

want.  Vice-Mayor Land stated he feels that the government is overstepping their bounds.  He 

compared the situation to the government trying to regulate a person’s gun rights.   
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Ms. Kathy Choate, 940 River Road, questioned why someone would not want something that 

keeps people safe.  She stated Vice-Mayor Land’s comment about guns was inappropriate.   

Councilman Howard stated many communities are doing away with red light cameras.  He stated 

that is something that should be looked into.   

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 


