
Item No. 

Magnolia Cemetery Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

September 27, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

  

Board Members in attendance were Ms. Pat Meeks, Mr. Mark Study, Mr. Ronald Rees, 

Mr. John Earhart and Ms. Carolyn Clark.  Also in attendance was Intern Michael 

Patterson, Parks and Recreation Supervisor Ernest Jones, and Town Clerk Sarah 

Campbell. 

 

2. APPOINTMENT OF A BOARD CHAIR 

 

Mr. Rees moved to nominate Ms. Meeks as the Chairman of the Magnolia Cemetery 

Board.  Ms. Clark seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

 

3. APPOINTMENT OF A BOARD VICE-CHAIR 

Ms. Meeks moved to nominate Mr. Rees as the Vice-Chair of the Magnolia Cemetery 

Board.  Mr. Study seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 21, 2016 BOARD MEETING 

Mr. Study moved to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2016 meeting.  Ms. Clark 

seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0.  

 

5. UPDATE ON CEMETERY SOFTWARE 

Ms. Campbell provided an update on the cemetery digitization project.  She stated there 

are 2,158 grave records in Cryptkeeper.  She stated the old cemetery is in Block 10.  She 

stated all graves in Block 10 are sold or used.  The new cemetery is represented in Blocks 

1-9 and includes all numbered graves.   She stated approximately 197 graves are unsold 

and unused; only about 100 of those are useable.  The others are too close to the creek or 

have a tree on/near them.  She stated the remarks field was used to input previous owner 

information and additional notes.  She stated it is possible to upload photos to the 

software.  She discussed the fields that were not used.  She discussed the conflicts that 

were encountered.  She discussed future recommendations that includes a numbering 

system for the old cemetery, promoting ease/accuracy of the new system, attaching 

photos and resolving two grave conflicts.   

Ms. Meeks asked how accurate the number is on the remaining graves.  Ms. Campbell 

broke down the numbers and explained the graves on the map.   
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Ms. Meeks discussed the possibility of using the non-useable graves for cremations.   

The Board discussed mausoleum use in the cemetery.   

Ms. Campbell stated all records have been input and the Town still has the books and 

cards on file.  Mr. Jones stated he is comfortable with the cemetery software and the 

digitization of records.   

The Board discussed burial deeds and permits, and the possibility of inputting them into 

the database.  

The Board stated this was a good project and long overdue.  

6. DISCUSSION ON CEMETERY DONATION 

Ms. Meeks stated the family of Marion and Raeford Bowen, who are buried in Magnolia 

Cemetery, donated $2,000 to the Town for the cemetery.  The family also provided a 

letter of what they would like to see the money go towards.   

Ms. Campbell stated the money has been placed in the Town’s General Fund. She stated 

a budget amendment will be done so the money can go into Public Works’ budget and 

they will have the ability to spend it.   

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, asked why the donation money 

would not go into the Cemetery Trust Fund.  Ms. Meeks stated the person that donated 

the money had specific direction on how he would like the money to be spent.   

Ms. Meeks moved to let the Public Works Department decide how the money is used.  

Mr. Rees seconded the motion. 

Ms. Davidson stated there is no money in the budget for the cemetery.  She stated there 

has always been money put in the budget until this year.  

Mr. Jones stated there is some money budgeted for the cemetery. 

The motion to let the Public Works Department decide how the money is used passed 5 

to 0. 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Meeks stated there are updates that are needed in Chapter 14 of the Code.  

Ms. Meeks stated the cremation section needs to be updated.  The cremation section is 

listed as the area where the Veteran’s Memorial is.   
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The Board discussed gardens where ashes can be spread.  Ms. Meeks suggested referring 

people to Russell Haven if they are interested in spreading ashes at a garden.   

Ms. Meeks stated the sentence referring to cremation urn spaces being allowed on the 

property “north of the creek and east of the entrance road” in Section 14-21 (a) (13) of 

the Code needs to be deleted.   

Mr. Jones stated plots are 5 feet by 10 feet.   

The Board discussed doing 2.5 feet by 2.5 feet plots for cremations.  That would allow 

for eight creations to fit up to one full size burial plot.  This information will be added to 

Section 14-21 (a) (13). Ms. Campbell stated an ordinance will be drafted and brought 

back for Board review.   

Ms. Campbell stated the costs can be adopted by a resolution from the Council.  

The Board discussed using partial sites only for cremations.   

Ms. Campbell stated she would provide a full master list of useable plots.  The Board can 

then decide what the plots are to be used for (cremation or burial).   

The Board discussed cremation markers being 2 feet by 2 feet.   

Ms. Campbell stated the cost of a burial permit should be reevaluated.  She stated 

currently permits are $25 and that is too low.  She suggested that staff calculate the actual 

time and the costs that are spent on preparing permits.   

The Board and staff discussed the process that goes into preparing a permit.  The Board 

suggested that staff prepare a cost estimate and bring it back at the next meeting.  

Ms. Meeks discussed the large number of people playing Pokémon in the cemetery. She 

stated she saw a line of cars going through the cemetery at night.  She discussed locking 

the gates at night.  She stated it could be a temporary thing, until the Pokémon game 

phases out.  

Ms. Meeks moved to have the police lock the cemetery gate from dusk until dawn.  Mr. 

Earhart seconded the motion which passed 5 to 0. 

Ms. Campbell stated she will work on the draft ordinance for Chapter 14 of the Code, 

evaluate time and costs spent on burial permits and come up with a master list of 

available plots.  She will schedule the next meeting later.  

8. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Ms. Meeks adjourned the meeting at 

6:03 p.m.   


