
Item No. 

Magnolia Cemetery Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

May 31, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

  

Board Members in attendance were Mr. Mark Study, Mr. Ronald Rees, Mr. John Earhart 

and Ms. Carolyn Clark.  Also in attendance was Town Clerk Sarah Campbell. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2, 2016 BOARD 

MEETING 

 

Mr. Rees moved to accept the minutes of the March 2, 2016 Board meeting.  Mr. Study 

seconded the motion, which passed 4 to 0. 

 

3. DISCUSSION ON CEMETERY SOFTWARE 

Ms. Campbell stated she downloaded the Crypt Keeper software that was recommended 

at the last Board meeting and used the 30-day free trial.  She stated she entered 12-15 

cards of data and the system worked well.  She stated there is also a mapping feature.  

She stated the software offers more information than will be needed, but going forward 

the Town may choose to capture more information on the plots.   

Mr. Earhart asked if it is burial or owner information on the data cards.  Ms. Campbell 

stated the index cards include information on both.   

Ms. Campbell stated that cemetery records are stored in three different index card files 

and two books.  

Ms. Campbell stated hiring a summer intern to input that data was proposed to the Town 

Council at their last meeting and it was approved.   

Ms. Campbell stated the intern would work three days a week entering the cemetery data.   

The intern would also visit the cemetery site to make sure the information on the cards 

match what is on the headstones and that there are no discrepancies.   

Mr. Study suggested having the intern take photos have the headstones and then have 

them downloaded digitally.  

Ms. Clark asked about having someone volunteer.  She stated she has someone in mind 

that may be interested.   

Ms. Campbell stated it needs to be one consistent person who has good computer skills.   
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Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated she was in favor of having 

volunteers input the data.  She stated she has spoken with many people who said they 

would be interested. She stated having a volunteer would save the Town money from 

having to pay an intern.   

Mr. Study stated it was most important to get the data entered.  Then volunteers could 

check for any discrepancies.   

Ms. Campbell stated Council has approved the authorization of funds to hire a summer 

intern.  She stated only $1500 would be for labor.  The rest of the funds would be to pay 

for the software and computer.   

Mr. Earhart asked if the work had to be done in the Town Hall.  Ms. Campbell stated it 

did have to be done in the Town Hall.  The software will be installed on the Town server 

and does not have multiple user access.   

Mr. Study suggested password protecting the software.   

The Board discussed having one person, from start to finish, whether it is an intern or 

volunteer.   

Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, stated having one person do the work is better 

than having ten.  Mistakes will be more likely to occur with more people inputting the 

data.   

Mr. Earhart asked what software was going to be used.  Ms. Campbell stated Crypt 

Keeper is the software that is being recommended to the Board.  It is $250 to buy the 

software, with no additional annual costs.  

Mr. Rees stated he emailed the software company some questions and they responded 

back very quickly. 

The Board discussed how quickly the process would be to input all the data from the 

cards and books.  Ms. Campbell stated it took her about 90 seconds per card to input the 

data.   

Mr. Rees moved to approve the use of the Crypt Keeper software.  Mr. Study seconded 

the motion. 

Mr. Earhart asked about the notes section and what it would be used for.  Ms. Campbell 

stated it could be used to add changes in the purchaser or other additional information 

that does not have a field option.   

Ms. Davidson asked what the social state field would be used for.  Ms. Campbell stated it 

could be used to enter whether the deceased was a veteran or Mayor or prominent figure 

of the Town.   
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Ms. Davidson asked if the cause of death would be included.  Ms. Campbell stated the 

index cards do not include the cause of death.  Some of entries have cause of death listed 

in the books.   

The Board discussed all the information that they want included and the fields that are 

available with the software.   

Ms. Campbell stated all inputted data can be retrieved and exported. 

The motion to approve the use of the Crypt Keeper software passed 4 to 0. 

Mr. Study made a motion to find 1-2 volunteers to do the data entry.  Mr. Rees seconded 

the motion.   

Ms. Clark stated she talked to Stephanie Bain and is interested in being a volunteer.   

Ms. Campbell stated she would advertise for the volunteer.   

Mr. Radwanski stated that if a volunteer was not found within 30 days, he would 

volunteer. 

The motion to find 1-2 volunteers to do the data entry passed 4 to 0. 

4. DICUSSION ON LAND ADJACENT TO CEMETERY 

Ms. Campbell stated Councilman Howard brought up that the adjacent land is for sale at 

that the last Council meeting. The Council recommended the Board discuss it.  

Ms. Campbell stated Mrs. Pat Meeks did meet with the owner, but does not have any 

information on what was discussed.  

Mr. Study stated he walked the property and it looked very low.   

Ms. Joyce Bryan, 529 Pine Forest Trail, stated the property is very low and wet.  She 

stated it is possible for graves to pop up when it storms. 

Ms. Campbell stated the cemetery is currently 14 acres and the adjacent land is 10 acres.   

Ms. Campbell stated that all plots are sold; not all have burials and there is a waiting list.   

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated the Town does not want to 

compete with other local cemeteries.  She stated the adjacent land is not appropriate for 

what the Town would use it for.  She also stated it would be too expensive and the Town 

does not need it.   
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Ms. Campbell stated if the Board decides they are interested in the adjacent property, 

then a business plan would need to be developed.   

Mr. Earhart asked why the Town has a cemetery.  Ms. Campbell stated the land was 

deeded to the Town in the 1800s for use as a cemetery. 

The Board discussed mausoleums.   

Mr. Earhart asked what the plan is once all the data is entered and mix ups are 

discovered.  Ms. Campbell sated it would depend on what the issue is and would be 

handled on a case by case basis.  She stated she feels the majority of the issues will 

involve the family plots.  

Mr. Earhart asked what the goal is for the unmarked graves.  Ms. Campbell stated that 

could be a future goal for the Board.   

The Board discussed uploading photos to the software.  Ms. Campbell stated she did not 

think there was a photo option with the software.   

Ms. Campbell stated she hopes with inputting the data in the software it will give a better 

idea of how many plots are not yet occupied and will give a better idea for future burials.   

Mr. Study made a motion to recommend to Council that they do not move forward with 

the cemetery expansion.  Ms. Clark seconded the motion, which passed 4 to 0. 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Clark stated many of the tombstones need to be cleaned.  She stated she has 

contacted the Boy Scouts to see if they would be interested in cleaning them; she has not 

heard back from them yet.  She stated a few years ago the Girl Scouts took on the project 

of cleaning them.  She stated the Town used to pressure wash the tombstones, but that has 

since stopped.  Some people believe that pressure washing could damage the tombstones.   

Mr. Study stated he is opposed to the Boys Scouts cleaning the tombstones.  He stated he 

believed that everyone should be responsible for their own tombstone.   

Ms. Clark stated the tombstones she is referring to are the really old ones that have no 

one to care for them.   

Ms. Barbara Davidson, 2710 Holly Point Road West, stated we need to know if there is 

an ownership agreement in place for the lots.  The markers on the graves are personal 

property.  It is a liability to the Town for touching someone’s marker.   

Mr. Earhart stated the Town could get permission to clean grave markers by sending out 

a notice to owners to see if they are interested in the service.   
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Ms. Campbell stated she would need to look at deed paperwork to see if it allows or 

prohibits the Town from cleaning the markers.  

Mr. Study stated he would like to the irrigation system monitored.  He does not believe 

the cemetery are being watered enough.   

Ms. Campbell stated she will check on zones and times for watering.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

No one addressed the Board at this time.  

6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Mr. Rees moved for adjournment at 

6:14 p.m.  Mr. Study seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0.  


