
Item No. 2 

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting was called 

to order in the Town Council Chambers on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. by 

Councilman Steve Howard, Vice Chairman of the Land Use Planning and Policy 

Committee. The following Committee members were present: Mr. Al Tidball and Mr. 

Frank Ricketts.  Vice-Mayor Eugene Nix and Mr. Jim Hawkinson were absent.  Also in 

attendance were Town Planner Tony Robbins, Economic and Community Development 

Director Stephen Smith and Recording Secretary Lois Shaw.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATED MARCH 3, 2016 

 

Mr. Ricketts made a motion to approve the minutes of the committee meeting dated March 

3, 2016.  Councilman Howard seconded the motion.  Mr. Ricketts provided amendments 

to the minutes on page three.  The motion to approve the minutes, as amended, passed 

unanimously.  

 

DISCUSSION OF THE THIRD DRAFT OF ZONING CODE REWRITE-ARTICLE IV, 

SITE PLAN REVIEW  

 

Mr. Robbins stated the sections highlighted in yellow are responses and revisions to the 

last committee meeting including new elements and changes that were discussed.  

 

The committee discussed that at the last meeting they mentioned that if a project has not 

commenced within the one-year time limit, they would like the applicant to have to repay 

the original application fee.   

 

Mr. Robbins directed the committee to the fee structure on page 4.  For a one-year extension 

it would be $250 and if construction of a site does not begin within one year, there would 

be a requisite fee.   

 

Mr. Tidball stated the requisite fee is not clearly defined.  He stated he was under the 

impression it was going to be the full price application fee.   

 

Mr. Robbins stated that the fee for more than two reviews by Town staff would be one-half 

of the original application fee.   

 

The committee discussed that they were wanting a hard number amount and clarity on the 

fee for extensions and when development has not commenced within one year.    
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Mr. Ricketts stated he thought the one-year extension fee needed to be more than $250.  He 

stated people would be willing to pay that amount and continue to get extensions in order 

to drag their feet on a project.   

 

Mr. Ricketts moved to make applicants repay the original application fee for an extension 

or when development has not commenced within a year (Sec. 4.04 and Sec. 4.06).  Mr. 

Tidball seconded the motion which passed 3 to 0. 

 

Mr. Robbins asked if the committee wanted to have maximum limit on how many times 

someone could pay the extension fee.   

 

Mr. Smith stated it would be a good idea to have a limit on extensions.   

 

The committee discussed allowing a maximum of 2 one-year extensions.   

 

Mr. Ricketts stated it took the applicant for the old Citgo station almost two years to start 

development because FDEP required the site to be remediated.   

 

Mr. Robbins addressed Sec. 4.03 that dealt with procedure.  He stated Town staff has 10 

business days to provide comments and recommendations to the applicant.  The applicant 

has 60 days to address those comments and submit a revised site plan. 

 

Mr. Robbins stated if the LUPPC approves a site plan the process stops there; it does not 

need to go to Council for approval as well. The committee consists of two 

Councilmembers.  

 

Mr. Ricketts asked what the procedure would be if only one Councilmember was present 

for a meeting.  Mr. Robbins stated they would defer to the quorum rule.  The 

Councilmembers are not the major decision makers.  Decisions are based on the expertise 

of the entire committee.   

 

Councilman Howard suggested adding a paragraph stating that if the committee approves 

an application, it does not need to go to Council as well.  If an application is denied, the 

applicant can take it to Council for an appeal.  Mr. Robbins stated he would add a paragraph 

to the end of Sec. 4.03. 

 

Mr. Tidball stated he was going to need to resign from the committee.  He has a project in 

the Town that could last 1-2 years.  He stated that according to the Florida Commission on 

Ethics he would have to step down from the committee.   

 

Councilman Howard asked if any other committees or boards were reviewing boats and 

RVs in the Town.  Mr. Robbins stated that the Planning and Zoning Board was looking at 

that.   
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Mr. Robbins stated that he had spoken to Vice-Mayor Nix.  Vice-Mayor Nix was out of 

town and unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Robbins discussed some issues that Vice-

Mayor Nix wanted to bring to the attention of the committee, though the issues may not 

directly affect them.   Mr. Robbins stated Vice-Mayor Nix discussed having a plan in place 

for making sure fines are being collected.  Vice-Mayor Nix also discussed not issuing 

certificates of occupancy without landscape being in place first.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No one addressed the committee at this time.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be on May 5, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.                

 

Councilman Howard adjourned the meeting at 5:41 p.m.  

 


