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1. Call To Order 

 

2. Approval of the February 1, 2016 Board Minutes 

 

3. Old Business 

 

a. Cemetery Software Program 

 

4. New Business 

 

5. Open Discussion 

 

6. Audience Comments 

 

7. Schedule Next Meeting 

 

8. Adjournment 
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Magnolia Cemetery Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

February 1, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairwoman Pat Meeks. 

  

Board Members in attendance were Mr. Mark Study, Mr. Ronald Rees, and Ms. Carolyn 

Clark. Ms. Doris Latour was not in attendance.  

 

Staff members in attendance included: Town Clerk Sarah Campbell and Administrative 

Assistant Courtney Russo. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 12, 2016 BOARD 

MEETING 

 

Mr. Study moved to accept the minutes of the October 12, 2012 Board meeting. Mr. Rees 

seconded the motion which passed 4 to 0.  

 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. Meeks stated that the Board discussed the idea of a new fence for the front entry at 

the last meeting.  The fence would be for safety and visibility. She stated that the Board 

voted to keep the azalea line as is.  Mr. Study stated that he likes the entry as it is.  Ms. 

Clark stated she liked the entry as is as well.  

4. NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Meeks stated that it has come up that the current cemetery records need to be better 

organized.  Currently on the Town’s website you can only see who owns the plot and not 

the burial information.  Ms. Meeks stated she received a call from a gentleman who was 

trying to look up his mother’s grave, but could not find it.  Ms. Meeks stated the grave 

had been purchased from another individual, and the gentleman did not know the name in 

order to look up the grave, which is one of the reasons for the software system discussion.  

Ms. Campbell stated the cemetery records had been preserved in books until 1977, at 

which time they began keeping records on index cards.  She stated there needed to be 

discussion on what the best system would be to keep the records internally as well as 

externally for the public to see.  She stated in December, after T.C. Amato had left, the 

cemetery records book from the years 1922-1977 was found sitting in Mr. Amato’s 

office.  The book has since been preserved and stored in the vault.  She stated that the 

current software system that was developed by Randy Benton, which the Town uses has 

only four sections.  It provides the owner’s first and last name and the lot and block 

number of the burial plot.   
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Ms. Meeks asked if our records show who is buried in the grave.  Ms. Campbell stated 

that they do show who is buried, along with when they died, when the plot was purchased 

and who owns the plot.  She stated we have the information, we just need a plan to take 

that information and digitize it.   

Ms. Campbell stated that the options to consider were to work with Randy Benton again 

to stretch out the database we currently have, or to look into using a prepackaged 

cemetery software database, for external and internal use.  

Ms. Campbell stated what was downloaded on the database when it was built in 2006 has 

been “static” ever since.  There has been no updates done.  

Ms. Campbell stated there are roughly 6200 plots in the cemetery.  That was only for the 

Town and did not include Moosehaven. 

The Board discussed the cemetery’s trust fund and the options for funding the software.  

Ms. Meeks stated there is currently $145,000 in the fund.  $100,000 must remain in the 

trust, therefore there is $45,000 to spend.  The Board discussed the option to go to the 

Council and ask them to fund the software. 

 Ms. Campbell provided a video presentation to the Board.  She showed the cemetery 

websites for the City of Dunedin and the City of Winter Park.   

Ms. Campbell played a video explaining the CIMS Cemetery Software.  The initial set up 

cost would be about $10,000 and $1300 per year for maintenance.   

Mr. Study stated he felt the software was overkill.  He stated he would like to do some of 

his own research.  He feels like $10,000 is a lot of money.  He asked how many inquires 

the Town was getting regarding the cemetery. 

Ms. Meeks stated she felt it was overkill as well, for the size of the Town’s cemetery.  

She stated another meeting would be set next month to continue further discussion of the 

software.   

Ms. Campbell stated it would be about $1000 to expand the cemetery software that the 

Town currently has.  She stated she also contacted another company, Pontem, which 

quoted $3000 for internal use.  Ms. Campbell said she would track how many hits the 

Town’s cemetery page gets.   

Mr. Study stated basic information is all that is needed.  He stated he did not understand 

the need for the public to have online access to the records.  He stated the Town would 

have all the information onsite and the public could call or come in to get cemetery 

information. 
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The Board discussed that it would be in the Town’s best interest to digitize the records 

sooner than later, while they have the help of Ernest, who is the most familiar with the 

plots and knows a lot of information by memory. 

Ms. Campbell stated that she did speak with Moosehaven about how they currently store 

their cemetery records.  She stated Moosehaven has an excel spreadsheet they use, but do 

not currently have a software program.  She stated if the Town decides to use a 

prepackaged software program, she will follow up with Moosehaven.  They may be 

interested in it as well.   

5. OPEN DISCUSSION 

Mr. Study asked if the cemetery was getting watered property and regularly.  He stated 

with better watering of the grass, it would make the cemetery look much better with 

greener grass.  Ms. Meeks stated she would look into the water maintenance.   

6. AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

No one was present to address the Board on any issues.  

7. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.  

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Mr. Study moved for adjournment at 

6:01 p.m. Mr. Rees seconded the motion which passed unanimously, 4 to 0.  


