
 

 

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK 

LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Town of Orange Park Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting was called 

to order in the Town Council Chambers on Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. by 

Vice-Mayor Eugene Nix, Chairman of the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee. The 

following Committee Members were present: Councilman Steve Howard, Mr. Frank 

Ricketts, and Mr. Al Tidball. Mr. Jim Hawkinson was absent.  Also in attendance were 

Town Planner Tony Robbins and Recording Secretary Lois Shaw.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATED DECEMBER 14, 2015 

 

Councilman Howard made a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee meeting 

dated December 14, 2015.  Mr. Tidball seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Ricketts stated he would not approve the minutes because he was not present at that 

meeting. 

 

The motion passed 3-1.   

 

DISCUSSION OF THE ZONING CODE REWRITE-ARTICLE 4, SITE PLAN REVIEW  

 

Mr. Robbins stated that 2037 Mound Street would have made it back on the agenda for this 

meeting, but the applicant did not provide the required elements that were previously 

discussed with them.  The applicant did not have a final site plan and staff will not bring 

anything that is not final to the committee.   

 

Mr. Robbins stated the updates he added to sec. 4.03.00 (a) were that the Economic and 

Community Development Department Director would coordinate the site plan review with 

Fire, Public Works, and the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee (collectively the 

Development Review Board).  He stated he would need eight copies of a site plan provided 

by the applicant.  The Development Review Board will have ten business days to review 

the site plan.  Once all comments have been met by the applicant, the site plan application 

will be scheduled for a Land Use Planning and Policy Committee meeting.   

 

Vice-Mayor Nix asked if the Police were going to be included in the Development Review 

Board.  Mr. Robbins stated he would include the Police and need nine sets of plan from the 

applicant.   

 

Mr. Tidball stated when he was previously on a committee in Clay County, the committee 

would spend a large amount of time on an application and then make a recommendation to 

the County Commission.  Many times the commission would not take the recommendation 
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and would vote the other way.  He stated that is why he left the committee; it was a waste 

of his time.   

 

Mr. Ricketts stated he has concerns about the duly noticed meetings. 

 

Councilman Howard stated he was under the impression that an application did not need 

to go to the Council for approval.  Mr. Robbins stated that was the route they were trying 

to take, but was told about a dual office holding statue.  For the Land Use Planning and 

Policy Committee to have final approval, the committee would have to reconfigure to 

appointed members only.   

 

Mr. Ricketts stated the committee is only making a recommendation and not a final 

decision.  

 

Councilman Howard questioned why the director title was at the end.  Mr. Robbins stated 

it was merely about consistency. 

 

Mr. Tidball stated the Land Use Planning and Policy Committee is different than the 

committee he was on in Clay County.  If an application is not approved by the Land Use 

Planning and Policy Committee, it does not move on to Council.   

 

Vice-Mayor Nix stated it is not a good idea to determine something by value.  He stated if 

a professional engineer is needed when a new development is valued in excess of $25,000 

then applicants will say their development costs $24,999 just to avoid getting an engineer.   

 

Mr. Ricketts stated putting a dollar amount on something will cause more problems.  

 

The committee discussed that for site plans there needs to a professional engineer sign off 

on it.  

 

Mr. Robbins made a suggestion of reverting sec. 4.07.00 back to its original form and 

adding applicable to the requirements of sec. 4.01.00.  

 

Mr. Ricketts asked where we were currently at with 02-12.  Mr. Robbins stated that he is 

not recommending anything from 02-12 unless it is something strongly beneficial.  

 

Mr. Robbins stated that anything that does not require a site plan and deals strictly with 

landscape and signs will be under the Environmental Quality Board’s jurisdiction.     

 

Mr. Tidball asked if the pre-application meeting was mandatory.  He stated that if it is 

mandatory, words such as available or required should be used in place of encouraged and 

recommended.  Mr. Robbins stated the meetings are mandatory and will help eliminate 

errors down the road.  
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The committee members discussed that they would like full size (24x36) sets. 

 

Councilman Howard asked about the fees and how they compare to other cities.  Mr. 

Robbins stated that the fees were very modest.  Mr. Tidball stated that the fees in 

Jacksonville and St. Johns County were substantially much higher.   

 

The committee discussed what “substantial” meant when referring to amendments or 

revisions that would need to be done to a site plan and would need to be brought back to 

the committee for review and would require an additional fee.  They recommended making 

it as cut and dry as possible.  

 

Mr. Tidball suggested adding ADA compliance information under Sec. 4.08.03. 

 

Councilman Howard stated he would like to see the sidewalks built at least five feet wide.  

 

Mr. Tidball stated he would like to see “10 foot minimum width” added to Sec. 4.08.04, 

2(c).  

 

Councilman Howard asked about a section of definitions.  Mr. Robbins stated he put the 

definitions in their corresponding sections opposed to putting them all in one place. 

 

Councilman Howard asked about roadway access classes.  Mr. Robbins discussed 

classifying every road in town.  Local road is the lowest class and arterial is the highest.  

Mr. Robbins stated that commercial traffic should not be utilizing public right of way for 

maneuvering on anything above a local roadway.  There will be a map to show which 

streets are local and which are not. 

 

Councilman Howard asked if there is a list of zoning districts.  Mr. Robbins stated that 

there is and he is going to get rid of three or four from the list that are either redundant or 

no longer needed.  

 

Councilman Howard asked if there was a section on natural resources.  Mr. Robbins stated 

that in article 4 there is discussion on landscaping and tree protection and environmentally 

sensitive land is in article 6.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Tidball asked for an update on the ECD Director search.  Mr. Robbins stated second 

round interviews were conducted.  He stated Mr. Hanson is working very hard to get a 

permanent, quality person, and not just someone to fill a spot. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Mr. Kenny Radwanski, 2061 Azalea Lane, thanked the committee for their 

professionalism, expertise and endeavors.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be on March 3, 2016 at 5:00 pm. 

 

Vice-Mayor Nix adjourned the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  

 


